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Sir: 

This is responsive to the Official Action dated December 22, 2003. 

The Official Action constitutes a requirement for restriction. 

Applicants elect to prosecute the invention of Group II, with traverse. 

The compound of claim 25 (Candesartan cilexetil) is elected as the species. 

The restriction requirement is untenable. The independent claims are claims 14 and 15 
directed to methods of using the compounds described in the present application having 
angiotensin II antagonistic activity. 

The following groups form a single inventive concept. 

Claim 22, 23 (in part), 24-26 <Group I-IV> 

Claim 34, 35 (in part), 36-38 <Group VI-IX> 



RESPONSE 



Because each compound of claims 24-25 (36-38) are included in the general formula of 
claim 22 (34), and they have common structural feature. 

Favorable reconsideration and withdrawal of the restriction requirement is respectfully 
solicited. 
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Mami OJIMA et al. 
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